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NORTHERN INDIA

Slow start

While the campaign announced by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to curb air pollution in the
mtional capital this winter is a welcome inititive, itis
dfficultnot to wonderif the essay isheing attempted
nither latein the day, andafter reports of subble bum«
g have already come in from Punjab and Haryana, In
defenceof the state government, it must be said it had
is hands full with manuging the coronvirus epidemic,
atask it sccomplished with some success.

On the other hand, the foct that the virus affects
hingsand could therefore b life-threatening for those:
whose bodies are already compromised by pollution
«ught to have been known 4 long time ago. While
Delhi has promised to do what 1t can, and has ap-
pesled to neighbouring states (o address the probe
kms of stubble-burning, thermal power plants und
brick kilns, it would benaive to expect that these mea~
aires will make 2 significant difference to pollution
kvels in the region this winter,

Already airquality in many parts ofthe capital has
turned unhealthy. with remaining area reporting pol-
hition levels that pose health nisks to sensitive groups.
While the matrix used by pollution control agencies
d health authorities is different, it must be said that

al of Delhi ~ with nearly 300,000 coronavirus cases, |
more than 5,500 deaths and nearly 3,000 containment |

ones ~ constitutes o terntory populated by a sensi-
tive group. This applies in equal measure o towns
making up the National Capitel Region, Aboutthe only
saving grace is that more and more people ~ either

hecause they are wary of the virus or of the fines |
teinglevied on violators ~ are wearing masks, as use= |

fill for evading infection as they are for countering
llution.

It must be said though that the efforts of the Union
vernment have been somewhat lacklustre insofar
s nothem India’s airpollution problemis concemed.

While the Finance Ministerhad provided Rs4.400 |

«rore for fighting air pollution in the last Budget, the
Eadership role the Union government was expected
b play has not been in evidence, Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi are ruled by three different and
«ften antagonistic political parties.

Additionally. all three parties have ambitions in
the states they do not rule. In these circumstances, it
wasincumbenton the Union govemment (o bring the
sate governments together on 4 bipartisan platform
b evolve common prescriptions 1o tackle u problem
hat affects them all.

This has not been atterpled at the political level
and is a cause of regret. While the challenges posed
by Covid-19 and hostile neighbours may have kept
mtional leaders engaged, the business of governunce
ot be conducted in hits and pieces,

Asit appears that the ongoing investigations
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These film celebrities have always influenced

thereby caming huge amounts, One can remem-
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by three important agencies viz. CB1, NCBI and
ED into the death mystery of Late Sushant Singh
Rajput has opened up a Pandora's Box. While the
actual cause or reasons and the person/s respon-
sible for the death of the said actor are yetto be
ascertained, the upcoming secrets regarding use
of banned psychotropic drugs by many young
Bollywood actors and actresses, including other
associated persons in the film industry, in the cock-
| tail parties have added another worrying dimen-
| sion in the so far unresolved mystery. To make
| the matter worse perhaps, the reports of physical
: exploitation of young actresses by film directors,
I
|
I

producers and male actors have further down-
graded the prevailing unethical environment in the
industry. In this consistently evolving complex sce-
nario with new developments and such disclosures
being reported almost every day in the media, the
overall landscape of the film industry seems
drowned into various kinds of the murkier deal-
ings like drug-abuse, money-laundering and sex-
scandals, continuing since the long past.
Theseunethical dealings have become particu-
lurly distressful against the backdrop of not only
SSR's suspicious death on 13 June, 2020 including
that of the mysterious death of his ex-manager
Disha Saliyan a week carlier but with suspicious
| demisc of few more promising cine stars viz Jiah
| Khan, Preksha Mehta, Pratusha Banerjee, Sridevi,
| Silk Smitha, Div ya Bharati et o count, recorded
| as suicides. That obviously points towards the
close nexus of these unfortunate deaths of the
| young film stars, or may possibly be kil lings, with
| the aforesaid drugs, money and sex scandals. In
| fact, the continuous upcoming of several shining
| names among the film celebrities including very
| popular and heart-throbbing male and female thes-
| plans ofthe Bollywood in connection with the drugs
| points toward the bigger malady of existing drug
| peddlers, criminals and middlemen altogether
| grouped as powerful drug-cartels in the
| Bollywood. These drug syndicates are said to en-
| joysupport fromlocal police, ruling establishments
| wnd even underworld, deriving their links from in-
| temational connections.
[

and motivated the younger generations who copy

themin their real life, But that marks the greater
erosion 1n the otherwise highly cultured and value-
oriented Indian society tracing its roots from an-
cient India'sreligious and philosophical-metaphysi-
calmoorings and so-evolved rich traditional-moral
heritage. But such a religious and cultured socicty
i now witnessing the abysmal decline where just
transient and material or sensuous pleasures have
hecome the end of the human life for most of these
young male and female artists in the industry.

Hence a precious question arises that since
these Bollywood stars happen to be role models
of our younger generations, then what will they
feel orconclude from such immoral and shame-
fuul deeds of their glamorous film icons, To be more
precise, shall not they be induced to follow the
same. And that is indeed is going with much fan-
fare in our country, a glimpse of which was seen
during the long course of lockdown in the coun-
try when sale of liquor was resumed, Surpris-
ingly, the liquor shops witnessed very long queues
comprising young girls and boys of well-educated
and respected families waiting for their tum, be-
sides hundreds and thousands of habitual drug ad-
dicts,

Besides these, there also exits a well-organized
dominant group of few community-oriented stars
who are said to be powerful enough to determine
the fate of young artists coming from common
backgrounds. It is upon their pleasure and terms
that a new artist will getan opportunity lo work in
the industry, otherwise he/she may be sidelined or
kicked-outto ultimately commit suicide, as is said
o have happened in the most cases of suicides by
{he artists/celebntiesin the past.

In fact, the drug-addiction among younger gen-
erations continues to be a chronic problem not only
in our country but all over the world as these
contrabands are sold among youths in a clandes-
tine manner by the well-organised drug syndicates,

ber the sudden spurt of a typical hippy culture in
all over the world during seventies in 19th century
which was characterised by the massive drug abuse
among young generations that was boldly shown
by the film industry a movie, "Hare Krishna, Hare
Ram."

Because these psychotropic drugs, in fact pro-
vide temporary respite to the misguided and es-
capist youths by causing delusionary effects into
their brains, who gradually become used to such
chemicals to enjoy illusion. Obviously, such ha-
bitual misuse of these drugs - though these are
already banned inthe country - which are to be
used exclusively for medical purposes under well-
qualified doctors only, must be completely stopped
forthwith to save our younger generations falling
prey to theiraddiction, thereby rining their fu-
ture and precious lives and also that of the coun-
try. Infact, they are the precious wealth of any
country and it is upon them that the future of the
count I')’ rests.

Obviously, their proper upbringing with incul-
cation of universal moral values is the utmost re-
sponsibility of all parents, civil society as well as
that of the state. Indeed, the challenge of moral
regeneration among youths as well as different
sections of society is perhaps the uppermost con-
cem today in our country and also in many other
countries of the world. Fortunately, this concern
has been aptly taken into consideration by India's
new National Education Policy, 2020, the result of
whichmay be felt after three/four decades.

Thus the truth behind SSR's suspicious death
willobviously come out one day as the investigat-
ing agencies are sincerely working for this end
and they are said to have collected enough evi-
dences to comoborate their findings. And that will
very likely open up many ongoing unethical activi-
ties in the Bollywood, particularly drug-abuse, sex-
scandals, money-laundering and also mysterious
deaths of young cine-stars. Of course all these
malpractices and the involved persons in the film
industry must be brought open so as curb them
forever, This can be done us nothing is beyond
human endeavour.
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Three-day B.Ed.
Admission
Counseling in
UPRTOU held

STAFF REPORTER

PRAYAGRAJ: Three-
day counseling for
admission to B.Ed and
B.Ed Special Education for
the session 2020-21 of
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
Tandon Open University
Prayagraj was held on
Wednesday at the
University's Saraswati
campus. After counseling,
372 entrants were admitted
to B.Ed. In which two
learners were coronavirus
infected, counseling of
those entrants held
through online. Similarly, a
total of 213 candidates
were admitted to B.Ed
Special Education.
Coordinator of B.Ed and
B.Ed Special Entrance
Examination, Professor PP
Dubey said that two
Corona positive candi-
dates were also given
online counseling in B.Ed
Special Education on
Wednesday. Media in-
charge Dr. Prabhat
Chandra Mishra said that
due to the corona being
infected in this way, on
the instructions of Vice
Chancellor Professor
Kameshwar Nath Singh,
they were given the
facility of online counsel-
ing and wished to get well
soon. Counseling was
conducted while adopting
social distancing. Candi-
dates will be provided an
opportunity for admission
on vacant seats on the
waiting list.
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