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The Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi sponsored 10 days’ 

Research Methodology Course (RMC) for M.Phil./Ph.D. Scholars in Social Sciences was organised by 

School of Social Sciences, Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Prayagraj from 20th 

February 2023 to 02nd March 2023. The course was advertised through news in national and local 

news papers along with social media as well. 

 

 For the course, total 124 applications were received from all over India, out of which total 30 

candidates were selected on ‘First Come First Serve’ basis.  The screening committee comprised One 

Director (In Charge)(OBC), One Associate Professor (GEN), One Assistant Professor (SC) other than 

the Course Director and Co-Course Director. The Committee selected 10 all India candidates, 10 

candidates from state and 10 local candidates as per the ICSSR norms. The Candidates were 

informed well in advance and organising team received the confirmation from the candidates. Each 

day of RMC was divided into two sessions and every session comprised two lectures of 90 minutes 

each. 
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The course was started with the inaugural session on 20th February 2023 in the presence of Prof. R. 

K. Mishra, Former Head of Department & Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 

Lucknow, Lucknow as Keynote Speaker, Dr. Mukul Chaturvedi, Vice Chairman, U.P. State Higher 

Education Council as Guest of Honour, Prof. Durg Singh Chauhan, Former Vice Chancellor, AKTU, 

Lucknow as Chief Guest. 

 

Prof. Seema Singh, Vice Chancellor, U. P. Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Prayagraj presided over 

the session along with participants and academicians of Prayagraj and University.  

 

Day’s second and course’s first session started with the lecture of Prof. Brijendra Pandey, Political 

Science, Vidyant Hindu P.G. College, Lucknow University, Lucknow, UP on the topic “Philosophical 

Foundations of Social Research”. In his lecture he introduced the participants with foundations of 

research in general and with philosophical foundations in particular. He elaborated the topic and 

enlightened the researchers. 
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On day two, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. Gyan Prakash Singh, Department 

of Statistics, BHU, Varanasi, UP on the topic Statistical Considerations in Research. In his lecture, he 

opined that the Statistical considerations are a key component of planning/designing a study and 

must be addressed prior to implementation. He told that a careful statistical planning, including the 

selection of study endpoints, the determination of the required sample size, and the selection of 

statistical tests to be used in the data analysis, is important to ensure a successful research project. 

 

Second session on day two was on the topic Concepts in Research which was elaborated by Prof. 

Vishwanath Mishra, Arya Mahila PG College, BHU, Varanasi, UP. In his lecture, he opined that the 

concepts are general or abstract ideas that express the social and/or economic phenomena to be 

studied. They are the subjects of inquiry and analysis that are of interest to users. He further told 
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that researchers generate concepts by generalizing from particular facts. Concepts are based on our 

experiences. Concepts can be based on real phenomena and are a generalized idea of something of 

meaning. 

 

On day three, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. (Dr.) Ravinder Rena, DUT 

Business School, Durban University of Technology, Durban, South Africa on the topic Use of 

Information and Communication Technology in Research. In his lecture, he delivered that 

Information and communication technologies (ICT) is defined as a diverse set of technological tools 

and resources used to transmit, store, create, share or exchange information. Information and 

Communication Technology has today become the basic factor on which research works are based 

on. Through ICT, researchers can now process, store and retrieve information of their research 

works. 
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Second session on day three was on the topic “Importance of Research Methodology” which was 

elaborated by Prof. A. K. Malik, School of Sciences, UPRTOU, Prayagraj. In his lecture, he told that 

research methodology gives research legitimacy and provides scientifically sound findings. It also 

provides a detailed plan that helps to keep researchers on track, making the process smooth, 

effective and manageable. He further told that research methodology is essential to any research 

project, providing a framework for designing, conducting, and analyzing research systematically and 

rigorously. Without a well-defined research methodology, obtaining accurate and reliable results 

and making meaningful conclusions can be difficult. 

 

On day four, the first session was started with the lecture of Dr. Gaurav Sankalp, School of 

Commerce and Management, UPRTOU on the topic Relevance and Application of Statistical Tools in 

Research. In his lecture, he told that statistical tools used in research can help the researchers back 

their claim, make sense of a large set of data, graphically visualise the complex data or explain a lot 
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of things within a short amount of time. He further told that statistical methods involved in carrying 

out a study include planning, designing, collecting data, analysing, drawing meaningful interpretation 

and reporting of the research findings. The statistical analysis gives meaning to the meaningless 

numbers, thereby breathing life into a lifeless data. The results and inferences are precise only if 

proper statistical tests are used. 

 

Second session on day four was on the topic “Library and E-library” which was elaborated by Dr. B. K. 

Singh, Librarian, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj. In his lecture, he told that The Role of Library in 

Research is as significant as the role of library in other academic areas. The role of library in research 

is pivotal; libraries have in-depth resources in the form of books, journals, magazines, articles, and 

bibliographies. He further told that an electronic library has, not only text data but also sound, 

graphics, and motion video, in the form of digital data. Because all data is digitized, various kinds of 

data can be merged easily and a high level of retrieval and other processing can be done. 
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On day five, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. Yatindra Singh Sisodia, Director, 

MPISSR, Ujjain on the topic Preparing Research Proposal in Social Sciences. The second lecture was 

on the topic Language of Research and Report Writing. In his first lecture, he told that a good 

research proposal must be able a) to persuade your reader of the value of your research question, b) 

to show you have a clear idea of where your research sits in existing knowledge, and c) to 

demonstrate how you plan to answer your question. Further he discussed the types of research 

proposal and steps in making research proposal.  

 

In his second lecture, he discussed that research language must be clear and concise. He persuaded 

the participants to avoid ambiguous, imprecise or vague words such as 'various', 'some', 'particular', 

'numerous'. He asked them to try to avoid impersonal expressions. Be clear, concrete, specific, 

precise and direct. If possible, choose specific wordings which will lead to more concise writing. 

Second session on day five was reserved for discussion with the participants. In this session, Course 

Director Dr. Ananda Nand Tripathi, Co-course Director Dr. Trivikram Tiwari, Organising Secretaries 

Dr. Deepshikha Srivastava and Dr. Gaurav Sankalp were answering participants’ questions and 

solving their problems regarding research. 
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On day six, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. A. K. Mohapatra, School of 

International Studies, JNU, New Delhi on the topic Forms of Knowledge in Social Science Research: 

Positivism, Scientific Realism & Interpretivism. In his lecture, he told that Positivism is the 

philosophical theory that claims that whatever exists can be verified through observation, 

experiments, and mathematical/logical evidence whereas realism is the philosophical view that 

claims that the world exists independent of the mind. Further he told that Interpretivism is based on 

the assumption that reality is subjective, multiple and socially constructed. Therefore it claims that 

the study of human society must go beyond empirical and supposedly objective evidence to include 

subjective views, opinions, emotions, values: the things that can't be directly observed and counted. 
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In second session on day six Course Director Dr. Ananda Nand Tripathi, Co-course Director Dr. 

Trivikram Tiwari brief the participants about the Field Trip which was on next day. In this briefing, 

the participants were introduced with participatory research and trained about the same.  

Next day, Sunday, was reserved for Field Trip. On 26 February 2023, 30 participants with 5 teachers 

including the Course Director, Co- Course Director and Organising Secretary went for a field trip to 

Vindhyanchal with an aim to do participatory research. We arrived there at 10 AM. We planned to 

visit temple, the surrounding area and meet the nearby local vendors to find out the social, 

economic and educational status, related challenges ahead them and impact of temple on their daily 

life. For this purpose the students were divided into 6 groups of 5 participants each. Each group was 

assigned different set of vendors like flower vendors, boatmen, pujari and pandas, sweepers, small 

eating joints owners and riksha drivers. The objective of the trip was to teach and train the 

participants in participatory research and give them real life experience of the same. Also, imparting 

practical knowledge of observation, sampling and data collection was one of the trip objectives. It 

was intended that the students would be able to relate their classroom teachings with the practical 

experience.  
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The combined efforts of the students and the teachers during the field trip resulted in a successful 

endeavour to know and understand the fundamentals of participatory research. The students gained 

the real life experience of how to extract relevant data and how to effectively use it for the research 

purpose. An initiative like this is very important and inevitable in learning key research skills and thus 

can have a great impact on achieving the course objectives. 

 

On day seven, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. R. D. Sharma, Former Vice 

Chancellor, Jammu University, Jammu on the topic Various Tools and Procedure of Data Collection. 

In his lecture, he defined the term data collecting tools as tools/device used to gather data, such as a 

paper questionnaire or a system for computer-assisted interviews. He told that tools used to gather 

data include case studies, checklists, interviews, occasionally observation, surveys, and 

questionnaires. 
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Second session on day seven was on the topics “Steps in the Process of Research” and “Research 

Design” which were elaborated by Dr. Alok Chantiya, Librarian, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj. In 

his first lecture, he enlightened the participants with the steps in the process of research and ways 

to follow them. In his second lecture, he discussed research design, its types and steps. He delivered 

that the research design is the blueprint of a research/scientific study which includes research 

methodologies, tools and techniques to conduct the research; and helps to identify and address the 

problem that may rise during the process of research and analysis.  
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On day eight, the first session was started with the lecture of Dr. Ekta Verma, Department of 

Commerce and Business Administration, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj on the topic Writing 

Persuasive Academic Content.The second lecture of the session was on the topic “Parametric and 

Non-parametric Test” which was elaborated by Dr. Shruti, Statistics, School of Sciences, UPRTOU, 

Prayagraj. 

The second session on day eight was debriefing session of the field trip in which the 

participants submitted and presented their Field Trip Report. The Course Director Dr. Ananda Nand 

Tripathi, Co-course Director Dr. Trivikram Tiwari along with Organising Secretaries Dr. Deepshikha 

Srivastava and Dr. Gaurav Sankalp evaluated and provided constructive inputs to the participants.  
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On day nine, the first session was started with the lecture of Prof. Ripu Sudan Singh, Department of 

Political Science, BBAU, Lucknow on the topic Explaining Theory and Its Role in Research. In his 

lecture, he opined that theory plays a vital role in research. It provides explanation, understanding 

and meaningfulness to research. He also demonstrated that how research without theory is less 

emphatic to establish the relationship among attributes, variable or data. 

 

Second session on day nine was on the topic “Qualitative Research Design” which was elaborated by 

Prof. A. R. Siddiqui, Department of Geography, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj. In his lecture, he 

defined the qualitative research design; discussed the several types of qualitative research design 

namely: Grounded Theory, Ethnographic, Narrative Research, Historical, Case Studies and 

Phenomenology; and also taught the methods to prepare them. 
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On day ten, the first session of the day and last session of the RMC was started with the lecture of 

Prof. Madhurendra Kumar, Department of Political Science, Kumaon University, Kumaon on the 

topic Research Ethics. In his lecture, he illustrated the application of fundamental ethical principles 

to research activities which include the design and implementation of research, respect towards 

society and others, the use of resources and research outputs, scientific misconduct and the 

regulation of research. He also discussed the concept of Plagiarism and right ways to avoid it. 

 



(16) 

 

After the last lecture, a test was conducted to evaluate the learning of participants from the RMC. 

After the test participants were asked to fill the feedback form.  

 

In the valedictory session, the Chief Guest was Prof. Pankaj Kumar, Head, Department of Political 

Science, University of Allahabad, Prayagraj. The Guest of Honour was Dr. Raj Sharan Shahi, 

Department of Education, BBAU, Lucknow. Vice Chancellor of the university Prof. Seema Singh 

presided over the function.  
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